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RESEARCH: MAPPING
It was interesting trying to find different ways to 
dispaly data in a map format. Some of these are 
geological based, some represent more than one data 
set, and some are just general layout ideas, but I think 
there is things I can learn from all of them. 
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RESEARCH: MAPPING



Sketches
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SKETCHES
These are more concept sketches than anything. I didn’t 
get to do as many as I wanted, but I think I get some 
good ideas. I decided for my data to use the amount of 
honey consumption around the world. I found some 
ways to try and incorperate the concpet of honey into 
the data. I think there are some ideas here that can make 
work for a nice poster.



First 
Draf ts
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FIRST DRAFTS

Poster Options
I ran out o time this week, so I don’t have a lot of time to explain, but here a few things I was 
working on this week. I feel like I got a good start, and then I read the instructions again and 
realized that maybe not all my options are going to work. But it was good research to do for my 
to be able to visualize my data better. I really like the one with the honey bear on the next page, 
and wanted to do womething more with that, but it looks like it si supposed to stay with a map? 
Guess I will kep trying to implement this in  a more creative way ratehr than just following the 
normal mapping patterns.
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FIRST DRAFTS
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FIRST DRAFTS
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FIRST DRAFTS
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FIRST DRAFTS
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FIRST DRAFTS
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FIRST DRAFTS

Physical Data
I had fun with this, but I’m glad they are just first drafts! 
These aren’t the most high quality pictures, or work, but 
I think you get the jist. The jar will be filled with honey, 
and I will work on narrowing down my bee selection (I 
thought we were supposed to have all data represented, 
and read the instructions again right before I started this 
and found that we didnt’ have to have all, So this is half 
of the countries, still working on what needs to actually 
be in there). I also wonder if we need to be able to see 
all of the bees from one side, or if I can scatter them 
around the bottle....
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FIRST DRAFTS

Physical Data
This one is just the beginnings of an idea. I think 
stacking Honeycomb Ceral should be a minute towin it 
game! They didn’t want to stay very well, which is why 
they aren’t stacked very tall yet, but my original idea 
was to have them “glued” together with honey anyway, 
which I think will help. I think this could be a fun idea 
as well, and would put a diffferent twist on it.



Testing
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TESTING MAP 1
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TESTING MAP 2
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TESTING MAP 3
I think this is coming along nicely. I still am 
conflicted between a couple of versions, so 
a lot of my “user tests” this week included 
oppinions between three different versions 
of my project (The one to the right, and two 
previous versions as well.) 

The different variations all have parts that I 
like and parts I am still working with. I really 
like the simplicity of the first poster (page 
15), but I’m not exactly sure if it will fit within 
the paramaters of the assignment. I like the 
second variation (page 16), but I feel like the 
labels are too small, but I haven’t found a way 
to make the labels bigger without having the 
map feel too cluttered. This third version I 
think is the best so far. I like the honeycombs 
integrated with the color coding of the map, 
and the simplicity of the whole thing. I feel like 
it may be to simple though. I guess we will 
see what people say.
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TESTING RESULTS

User #1
The first user liked the a mix between variation 2 and 3. They liked 
the layout of map 3, and thought it was clear to read, but they also 
felt like it was a little plain. They really liked the background and 
the slider from map 2, and suggested that I combine the them. This 
person was also from Michagin, and requested that I add the lakes to 
the map (especially the Great Lakes that ouline their state).

User #2
User #2 thought they all looked good. Her favorite between the three 
options was map 3 because she could see the detail better. Her suggestion 
was to add more of a variation between the colors because she felt like 
the were too close. I also showed her a quick draft of the edits I had 
made from user 1, and she liked the different background color. When I 
first pulled it up, she said “Oh, I really like that one.” I think the background 
makes a big difference in drawing the audience in. I might end up doing 
the background, but only having it on the colored version so the black and 
white version doesn’t get too busy. 

User #3
Ok, so User #3 mixed everything up.  Initially she liked the first and third 
option, settling in on map 3, like everyone else. However, when I showed 
her the edits I had made after the previous 2 users, it grew on her. She had 
said she didn’t like the background on map 2 because it was to busy or 

clasophobic. However, when I showed her the edits I had made adding the 
same background to map 3, she said she liked it. I was planning on making 
the countries that didn’t have any data clear, but she liked that they were 
white. Then when I added the box behind the table, it was white and her 
reaction was “That made my heart happy.” She liked the flow it created, 
connecting the countries and the data table. 

User #4
The only guy of my user group, this person liked map 3, with the white 
background. It was interesting, because he was the only one who didn’t 
say they perfered the colored background to the white. He did like the 
colored, but said that the white box distracted him, and pulled away from 
the design. However, when I made him choose, he really struggled with 
which one to choose. He settled on the white one because of the ease to 
read.

User #5
This user is a Fine Art major, and is really good at art (Saved the best for 
last!). She struggled choosing between the white and colored background. 
We debated it for a while about the pros and cons between the white 
and colored version of map 3. The white version is clear and easy to read. 
The relationship between the countries and the labels are clear, and there 
isn’t much to distract you from the data. The colored background adds 
something to draw you in initially, and then the information is still clear 
enough to understand. We debated about the white, but decided it adds 
the contrast needed to make the poster readable.



Physical 
Data 
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PHYSICAL DATA

Beehives
Ok, so they weren’t my best work yet, but these 
are supposed to be beehves covered in honey. I’m 
still expermenting and trying to fivure out how to 
make something work, so if you guys have any other 
suggestion, please let me know! 

I didn’t have a lot of time, so I only did the top 5 
countries here. Each honycomb represents 2,000 tons 
of honey consumed so you can get a feel for how they 
work. If I was to do all the data, the smallest piece 
would be half of a honeycomb representing Uruguay.
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DETAILED PHYSICAL DATA
Here is a close-up of the top 5 countries. Like I said, 
not my best work yet, and the labels were defenatly last 
minute, but you get the idea (I hope!). I think this could 
work, but it needs some refinement to get to where I 
want it to be.... I’ve had a hard time with this one, it 
seems every idea I was excited about hasn’t worked out, 
but one of these days something’s going to click!



Final  
Versions 



Liesl Harr | Mapping Project | Information Design | 25

FINAL PROJECT
It’s done! The next few pages are some different views of 
my final project. Because of the nature of this project,  
I spent a lot more time trying to get everything right 
between all three parts of the project. In the end, I think 
they turned out pretty good. I really like the honey 
colored background on the colored map. I think the 
grayscale version came out pretty good, and I like how 
the physical data turned out this time (it took way to 
long to set up!). Overall, I think this project was really 
good experience in being able to represent data in an 
interesting way, which will lead right into the next 
project as well. 



Liesl Harr | Mapping Project | Information Design | 26

DIGITAL POSTERS

Honey Consumption 
Around the World

China 238,000 tons

Germany 89,000 tons

Turkey 66,000 tons

Russia 54,000 tons

Ukraine 52,000 tons

India 45,000 tons

Ethiopia 40,000 tons

Spain 40,000 tons

Mexico 31,000 tons

France 30,000 tons

Canada 29,000 tons

Tanzania 28,000 tons

South Korea 27,000 tons

Angola 23,000 tons

Kenya 21,000 tons

Australia 16,000 tons

Greece 16,000 tons

Central African Republic 
14,000 tons

Romania 10,000 tons

Turkmenistan 10,000 tons

Bulgaria 2,000 tons

Brazil 2,000 tons

Uruguay 1,000 tons

Vietnam 0.0 tons

Not Enough Data

New Zealand 8,000 tons

Serbia 6,300 tons

Denmark 5,000 tons

Hungary 4,000 tons

Argentina 3,000 tons
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PHYSICAL DATA
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IMPORTANT PIECES
Colored Map Grayscale Map
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